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Happy Summer! 

Weôve Been Busy Bees! 

Happy Summer to you all! And what a 

magnificent summer it has been thus 

far. Sure, we have had a few hot days 

and a few powerful storms, but we 

have had more near-perfect daysð

days with mild temperatures, low hu-

midity, breezy, and not a lot of mosqui-

tos! 

 

Itôs been a joy to get out to the garden 

and enjoy the season, and we hope you 

have been doing just that. In addition 

to gardening and summer relaxing, our 

club has been buzzing with activity.  

 

In early May and June, we kicked off 

the season with an incredibly success-

ful Spring Garden Mart, a small team 

taught a local Cub Scouts how to plant 

seeds, we replanted and fixed up the 

9/11 Memorial Garden at Windsor 

High School, we continued to manage 

two elementary school gardens at JFK 

and Poquonock, we maintained the 

garden and pots at the Historical  

Society, we worked on a garden at 

Wilson Library, we awarded our  

annual scholarship to a lovely young 
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lady, contributed 

to the Art Center 

Art in Bloom 

event and kicked 

off the First 

Town Downtown 

Farmers Market 

season. 

  

Now let us catch 

our breath.  

  

Thatôs quite a bit in a few months, 

and if you ask us, itôs quite  

impressive. Community outreach is 

at the heart of the Windsor Garden 

Clubôs mission and if that previous 

list doesnôt scream community, then 

we donôt know what does!  

 

We would like to thank all of the 

individuals who have made and  

continue to make that list of  

endeavors possible for our club. Itôs 

because of your ideas, your effort 

and your time away from your 

homes and gardens that we are able 

to excel and continue our longstand-

President Jimôs native Eastern Prickly Pear (Opuntia 

humifusa). The blooms are lovely and he recommends 

a Prickly Pear Margarita. Recipe on page 2. 

ing tradition of sharing gardening 

with the community.  

 

We are also growing our reputation! 

As a result of our efforts, we have 

also gained a few new members! We 

send them a warm welcome!  

  

We hope that you thoroughly enjoy 

the rest of your summer. Be sure to 

find some time to rest and enjoy all of 

your hard work, you deserve it!  

  

Allison & Jim 

  

Co-Presidentsô Message 

Jim Govoni & Allison Joanis 
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Prickly Pear Margarita 
From the Food Network 

Recommended by Co-President Jim Govoni 

Yields One Drink 

Ingredients:  

3 ounces tequila blanco 

1/2-ounce Cointreau 

1 1/2 ounces lime juice 

2 ounces prickly pear syrup 

Kosher salt and turbinado sugar, for garnishing the glass 

Kumquats and lime peels, for garnish 

 

Directions 

Combine the tequila, Cointreau, lime juice and pear syrup in a 

cocktail shaker. Shake vigorously to incorporate. Wet the rim of a 

margarita glass and dip into salt and sugar mixture. Pour margarita into glass over ice. Garnish with a lime wedge.  

 

If you do not drink alcohol, simply leave out the tequila and Cointreau and substitute orange juice and club soda.  

 

Got Prickly Pear? Hereôs how to make Prickly Pear syrup 

Harvest your Prickly Pear fruits and remove the thorns. (There are several recommended methods to ease this processð

try a quick Google search.) 

Cut in half and scoop out the flesh, then mash them so you have about 1 1/2 cups. You will want to strain or push 

through a food mill to strain out the seeds and pulp. Put the liquid into a pot and simmer with 1/4 cup of sugar and  

1 tablespoon of lemon juice. Simmer for about 30 minutes on low heat until it thickens. Let is cool, put it in the fridge 

for up to 5 days, or can it, or freeze it to store for longer.  
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April & May Meeting Recaps 

AprilðTool Time with Tom 

Our member, Tom Graywacz, is filled with helpful gardening 

tips and information as if we hadn't known it before. During 

our April meeting, Tom went above and beyond with his 

presentation about the gardening and landscaping tools he 

finds the most useful and, more importantly, how he cares for 

them to serve his gardening needs for years. A huge thank 

you to Tom for his efforts. Not only was this a well-thought-

out presentation of tools, but it was also quite the show and 

tell.  

Now we know where to borrow all our tools fromðbut you 

better return them clean and sharpened!   

MayðGarden Mart Prep and Plant Swap 

Our May meeting is traditionally allocated for final prepara-

tion for the Spring Garden Mart, and this yearôs meeting was 

no exception. By the end of the meeting, we were ready to go. 

You can read more about the results of this preparation on 

page 6.  

In addition to the plants we dig to sell, we do a little digging 

for each other, too. Our annual plant swap is a fantastic way 

to get us to talk about our plants and gardening. We had a 

lovely selection that more than 20 members had to choose 

from and take home.  
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2024 Scholarship Recipient: Sirena Skye Raymond 
Cindy Daniels, Co-Vice President & 

Scholarship Committee Chair 

 

It is my pleasure, as the Windsor  

Garden Club Scholarship Chair, to 

announce that Sirena Skye 

Raymond has been chosen as the  

winner of the Windsor Garden Clubôs 

2024 $1,500.00 scholarship award.  

 

Garden Club members appreciate  

Sirenaôs hard work through her  

academic career and wish her the very 

best. We are certain that Sirena will 

continue to take opportunities as she 

heads off to college. 

 

The Windsor Garden Club is  

committed to issues concerning  

environmental conservation. Sirenaôs  

interest in the areas of environmental 

studies, ecological shifts and  

advocating for a clean environment for 

all, are the things that helped the 

Scholarship Committee select her from 

our many qualified applicants. 

 

One of the Windsor Garden Clubôs 

resolutions is to award a scholarship 

each year to a deserving Windsor  

student. The scholarship is funded 

through the Clubôs sale of plants at our 

Garden Marts and by our club Garden 

Tour, held every other year.  

 

Thanks to the many dedicated and 

hardworking club members, and to all 

the enthusiastic townspeople who  

attend our fundraisers and make this 

scholarship possible. 

 

Once again, heartfelt congratulations 

to Sirena. 

 

Read a note from Sirena Sky on  

Page 5 

Sirena Skye (center) with her mother, Di (left) and WGC Scholarship 

Chair, Cindy Daniels.  

Sirena Skye (left) with WGC Scholarship Chair, Cindy Daniels 

(center) and the WGC Scholarship Committee, Lois Kelly and Laurie 

Durant  
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Thank You From Sirena Sky 
Sirena Skye Raymond, the 2024 WGC Scholarship recipient  

wrote in a handwritten thank you note to the Windsor Garden 

Club, dated June 11, 2024 

June Meeting Recap  

In addition to presenting the 2024 Scholarship in June, 

we had a lovely meeting hosted at the home of  

member, Helen Davenport. Not only does Helenôs  

garden feature a beautiful variety of plants, there are 

lots of additional charming feasts for the eyes.  

 

Special thanks to Helen and her husband, Tom, for 

opening their lovely home and gardens to us.  

 

A few additional announcements that were made in-

cluded the scheduled vote to be held at the July 8 

meeting for the Garden Club to pay a portion of the 

catering fee for a proposed Membership Appreciation 

Luncheon to be held at 1 pm on September 14 at L.P. 

Wilson.  

 

 

 

Dear Windsor Garden Club,  

 

Words cannot express the gratitude I felt as my name was called to 

receive this sizeable scholarship. Your support will help me as I 

plan to make a change in the government for our environment. 

Thank you for inviting me to your warm home to further celebrate  

your generosity.  

 

With much appreciation,  

Sirena Skye Raymond 

 

Windsor High School Class of 2024 

Macalester College Class of 2028 



 

Follow us! @windsorctgardenclub 

 

2024 Spring Garden Mart Results Are In! 
Allison Joanis, Co-President 

and Communications  

Co-Chair 
It was a close call on the  

weather for this yearôs Spring 

Garden Mart that was held on 

the town green behind the Eagle 

on May 11, 2024.  

 

We watched the weather  

diligently and eventually 

watched the chance of rain  

diminish with lots of joy.  

 

We had a beautiful day on the green 

and boy, did we have some beautiful 

plants!  

 

Not only did we have an incredible 

selection of shade and sun perennials, 

all donated from our membersô and 

our friendsô gardens, we had pumpkin 

and sunflower seedlings, pansy pots 

and vegetable starters and a wide  

variety of hanging annual baskets, 

sourced through the Farmerôs Market 

at the Connecticut Regional Market.  

 

With all of those items, it was no  

surprise that our results hit record 

highs. Drumroll please, our 2024 

Spring Garden Mart net profit was 

$2,678.19.  

 

A fun note on the above is that the 

Spring Garden Mart was our first 

event that accepted card payments, 

which accounted for nearly half of 

the overall profits.  

 

Last but not least, we were joined on 

the green by our friends at Levo  

International, who demonstrated and 

sold their hydroponic garden bins.  

 

All of the above could not be  

possible without the devoted Garden 

Mart Committee and all of the  

volunteers.  

 

Thank you and great job to Dave 

Stender, Garden Mart Chair, on  

putting together a fantastic event and 

for ordering the good weather.  

 

Thank you to the committee of  

helpers who picked up planters and 

plants, delivered plants to the green, 

helped to set up tents, tables, and 

break them down! Thank you to the 

crew at the cash registers who kept 

the lines moving. Thank you to all of 

the volunteers who donated plants 

and for your plant knowledge and 

sparkling customer service that 

helped  us connect with our commu-

nity and sell our plants.  

 

As our 80th year hosting the Spring 

Garden Mart in the center of town, 

itôs an added bonus that it worked out 

well for us in so many ways. And we 

shouldnôt be surprised, because we 

know that we have many legendary 

Windsor gardeners watching over us. 
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Civic Endeavors  

Wilson Library 

Two chances to make a  

difference in our community at 

the Wilson Library this year. 

We were asked to host another 

flower-arranging session as the 

previous one was popular and 

has been requested by patrons.  

 

As preparation for that day, 

Debbie Baker and Joanne  

Miller spent some time May 13 

clearing out some old garden 

beds to prepare for dahlia,  

cosmos, and other  

fall-blooming plant to cut 

to use as focus and filler 

for September 14.  

Two assistants would be 

great to have; if interested, 

contact Debbie.  

 

 

 

 

Windsor Historical Society 

Since our last issue, committee members met twiceðMay 18 and 

July 6ðspending about two hours each session  

maintaining the historic (1810) garden at the Windsor 

Historical Society. Thanks to all of our dedicated 

members who participate, even in light rain, to get the 

job done. 

 

If you are interested in joining the committee, there 

are three sessions remaining in our schedule:  

* August 10, 8:30 am 

* September 28, 9 am 

* November 9, 9:30 am 

 

Each session ranges from 1.5-2 hours, depending on the number of  

participating members. All sessions require weeding, with trimming, planting, 

and some work ñoutsideò our area to prevent invasives or simply conduct  

general clean-up to make our area look great. If youôd like to join this  

committee, contact Debbie 

Baker at 860-280-7277 or 

dbaker.windsor@gmail.com 

Beyond the historic garden, the 

front entry planters are also 

kept fresh through the seasons. 

Debbie Baker, WHS Gardens Committee Chair  

and Communications Co-Chair 


